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Copy of a CIRCULAR LETTER from the Duke of 
PoRTLAND to the Governors of the Weſt India Iſlands ; dated 
Whitehall, 6th May 1797. 


( One Incloſure, ) 


CIRCULAR. 


. Whitehall, 6th May 1797. 
My Lorp, or SIR, 


Have received His Majeſty's Commands to tranſmit to your Lordſhip 
the incloſed Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons of the 6th of 
April laſt, reſpecting the Negroes in His Majeſty's Plantations in the 
Welt Indies; and to ſignify to you His Royal Pleaſure, that you ſhould 
take the earlieſt Opportunity of communicating it to the Council and 
Aſſembly of the Iſland of to whole particular Attention 
and Conſideration you will recommend the Formation of ſuch a Syſtem 
of Meaſures, as may appear to them beſt ſuited to the Attainment of the 
ſeveral important Objects which are ſpecified in the Reſolution. Your 
Lordſhip will not fail to tranſmit to me from, Time to Time, Accounts 
of the Proceedings of the Legiſlature of your Iſland in conſequence of 
this Communication ; and I defire you will take Care in your firſt Diſ- 
patches, to inform me whether any Meaſures have been already taken 
by the Legiſlature of the Iſland which may tend to promote the Purpoſes 
expreſſed by the Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons; and you will 
alſo be attentive at all Times, to avail yourſelf of every Opportunity of 
cultivating and improving the Diſpoſition you obſerve in the Planters 
and Inhabitants, to promote the humane and benevolent Views which the 
Legiſlature of this Kingdom has ſo eminently manifeſted in the Reſolu- 
tion which is herewith tranſmitted to you. 


1 am, &c. 
PORTLAND. 
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Copy of a RESOLUTION of the Hovss or COMMONS, 
ated 6th.of April 1797. 


(In Circular Letter from the Duke of PoxTLaxp to the Governors 
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of the Weſt India Ifands, of 6th May 1797.) 


« Reſolved, —T HAT an humble Addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, 


requeſting that His Majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed to give Direc- 


tions to the Governors of His Majeſty's Plantations in the Welt Indies; 
to recommend to the reſpective Councils and Aſſemblies of the ſaid 
Plantations, to adopt ſuch Meaſures as ſhall appear to them beſt calcu- 
lated to obviate the Cauſes which have hitherto impeded the natural 
Increaſe of the Negroes already in the Iflands, gradually to diminiſh 
the Neceſſity of the Slave Trade, and ultimately to lead to its com- 
plete Termination; and particularly with a View to the ſame Effect, 
to employ ſuch Means as may conduce to the moral and religious 
Improvement of the Negroes, and ſecure to them throughout all the 


. Britiſh Weſt India Iſlands, the certain, immediate, and active Protec- 


tion of the Law; and at the ſame Time aſſuring His Majeſty, that this 
Houſe will concur in ſuch Meaſures as ſhall appear requiſite to be 
taken by this Houſe for the Attainment of the ſame Object.“ | 
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Copy of a LETTER from Governor RicxerTs to his 
Grace the Duke of Pon TAN D dated Barbadoes, 5th July 


1797. 

5 Barbadoes, 5th July 1797. 
My Longo, | | 
HAVE the Honour to acknowledge the Duplicate of Your Grace's 
Circular Letter of the 6th of May, the Original not having yet come to 

Hand. In obedience to His Majeſty's Commands, I ſhall take the 

earlieſt Opportunity of communicating to the Council and Aſſembly of 

this Iſland the accompanying Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons, and 
ſhall be inoſt happy in ſuggeſting and promoting every Meaſure that 
may give Effect to the benevolent Views of the Britiſh Legiſlature, rela- 
tive to encreaſing the Happineſs and maintaining the Population of the 

Slaves. I am not aware of any recent Meaſures adopted here that make 

an Alteration in the former Syſtem; but I will avail myſelf of every Op- 

portunity to tranſmit to your Grace ſuch Proceedings of the Legiſlative 

Bodies of this Colony, as may reſult from the Communication with which 

I am now honoured, 

I beg Leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, with great Reſpect, 


My Lord, &c. | 
(Signed) G. P. RICKETTS. 


His Grace the Duke of Portland, &c. Fc. Cc. 


SP 


_—— — 


Copy of a LETTER from Mr. Preſident MaTsow to 
his Grace the Duke of PorTLanD ; dated Dominica, roth 
July 1797. 
Dominica, roth July 1797. 
My Lozp, | 


BY the Packet which arrived Yeſterday, I had the Honour to receive 
your Grace's Circular. Duplicate ' Letter of the 6th of May, accom- 
panied with, a Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons of the 6th April 
laſt, reſpecting the Negroes in His Majeſty's Plantations in the Weſt 
Indies. I will not fail to avail myſelf of the earlieſt Opportunity of 
obeying His Majeſty's Commands, by communicating the Reſolution to 
the Council and Aſſembly of this Iſland, and recommending to their par- 
ticular Attention and Conſideration, the Formation of fuch a Syftem of 
Meaſures as may appear to them beſt ſuited to the Attainment of the 
ſeveral important Objects which are therein ſpecified. 
Your Grace may reſt aſſured, that while I remain in this Government I. 
will not omit: to tranſmit to your Grace, from Fime to Time, Accounts 
of the Proceedings of the Legiſlature of this Ifland, in conſequence of the 


above Communication. : 
| I have the Honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) J. MAT SON. 


Hig Grace the Duke of Portland, Sc. &c. &c. 
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Copy of a LET TER from Governor Seton to his Grace the 
Duke of PoxTLAN D; dated St. Vincent's, 12th July 1797. 


(One Incloſure.) 


3 St. Vincent's, 12th July 1797. 
My Lox, 2 un 
Hrxzwrrn I have the Honour to tranſmit your Grace a Copy of the 
Anſwer I have this Day received from the Council and Aſſembly, 
in conſequence of the Communication made to them of your Grace's 
Letter, Circular, of the 6th of May, and the Reſolution of the Houſe of 
Commons of the 6th April, relative to the Slave Trade. 


I have the Honour, &c. 
(Signed) JAS. SET ON. 


His Grace.the Duke of Portldnd, Sc. Ge. Ge. 


(In Governor Serox's, of 12th July 1797.) 


His Honour the Preſident and Council, the Speaker and 
Gentlemen of the Aſſembly, to His Excellency the Go- 
vernor in Chief. 
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IN reply to your Excellency's Communication of the Duke of 
Portland's Letter, and the Reſolutions of the Houſe of Commons of the 
6th April, we beg leave to obſerve, that the Slave Laws of this Colony 
are now under Conſideration ; we ſhall moſt readily adopt every Meaſure 
that can be ſuggeſted, which appears calculated to obviate the Cauſes 
(if any exiſt) that have hitherto impeded the natural Increaſe of the Ne- 
groes already in the Iſland; and aſſure your Excellency we ſhall be happy 
indeed, if we can deviſe ſuch Means and Regulations that the Slave Trade 
may be gradually diminiſhed, and in Time rendered totally unneceſſary. 


———— 49 <- 
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(Signed) JAS. HARTLEY, 
Preſident of the Council. 


12th July 1797. GEO. LOWMAN, 
Speaker of the Aſſembly. 
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Copy of a LETTER from the Farl of BALCARRES to 
his Grace the Duke of PorTLanD; dated Jamaica, 20th 
Auguit 1797. 


At Jamaica, Auguſt 20th, 1797. 
Myr Lord Duxks, | 


I Have the Honour to acknowledge the Receipt of your Grace's Let- 
ter, dated as per Margin, which I unmediately fent to the Council 
and Houſe of Aſſembly, who were on the Eve of being prorogued. 
Their Anſwer was, That they ſhould take it into their early Conſi- 
deration, at the next Meeting of the General Aſſembly, which will take 


place in November next. | 
I ſhall not fail to watch over and to report to your Grace the Pro- 


greſs of this Buſineſs ; as alſo to report whether any Meaſures have been 
already taken by the Legiſlature of the Iſland, which may tend to promote 
the Purpoſes expreſſed by the Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons. 


J have the Honour to be, 
(Signed) BALCARRES. 


His Grace the Duke of Portland, Sc. &c. Se. 
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Extract of a LETTER from Governor Gazex to his 
Grace the Duke of PoxTLAN D; dated Grenada, 1 3th July 


1797 


] AM to acknowledge the Honour of your Grace's Letter, of the 6th 

May laſt, marked Duplicate and Circular, accompanied by a Reſolution 
of the Houſe of Commons of the 6th April laſt, reſpecting the Negroes 
in His Majeſty's Plantations in the Weſt Indies; and I ſhall not tail, in 
obedience to His Majeſty's Commends, to take the earlieſt Opportunity 
of communicating the ſaid Reſolution to the Council and Aſſembly of 
this Colony, and at the fame Time of recommending to their particular 
Attention and Conſideration, the Formation of ſuch a Syſtem of Meaſures 
as may appear to them beſt ſuited to the Attainment of the ſeveral im- 
portant Objects therein ſpecified. 

I ſhall take Care, in conformity to your Grace's Inſtructions, to tranſ- 
mit from Time to Time to your Grace, Accounts of the Proceedings of 
the Legiſlature of this land in conſequence of that Communication ; and 
I beg Leave to aſſure your Grace, that I ſhall be attentive to avail myſelf 
of every Opportunity of cultivating and improving ſuch Diſpoſitions as 
I may obferve in the Planters and Inhabitants, to promote the humane 
and benevolent Views which the Legiſlature of Great Britain has ſo emi- 
nently manifeſted, in the Reſolution which has been tranſmitted to me. 

An Act of the Legiſlature of this Iſland, commonly called the Guardian 
Act, which contained many Proviſions tending to promote the Purpoſes 
expreſſed in the Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons, was in Force for 
Four Years, and expired in the Year 1792. In the Beginning of the 
following Year it was renewed, but the Diſturbances which ſoon after 
happened, put an End to its Operation. Some Months ago, a Bill was 
brought into the Houſe of Aſſembly, the Object of which was, the better 
Protection of the Slaves, &c. ; this Bill was ordered to be committed, 
but I preſume ſome Difficulties have hitherto retarded its Progreſs ; 
however, I make no Doubt that, on the Firſt Meeting of the Legiſlature, 
which is to take place in a few Days, this Subject will be taken into im- 
mediate and ſerious Conſideration. 
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Extract of a LETTER from Governor GREEN to his 
Grace the Duke of PoRTLAND,; dated Grenada, 10th 
Auguſt 1797. 


(Three Incloſures, ) 


JN obedience to His Majeſty's Commands, conveyed to me in your 

Grace's Diſpatch of the 6th May laſt, IJ have laid before the Council 
and Aſſembly, the Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons of the 6th 
April laſt, reſpecting the Negroes on His Majeſty's Plantations in the 
Weſt Indies. And I have now the Honour to tranſmit to your Grace, 
Copies of my Meſſage on that Subject to the different Branches of the 
Legiſlature, and of their joint Reſolutions thereupon. 

I have the further Satisfaction to acquaint your Grace, that a Bill is 
now under the Conſideration of the Houſe of Aſſembly, the Proviſions 
of which are made with a View to the Attainment of the important 
Objects expreſſed in the Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons before 
mentioned; and I truſt that it will ſoon be in that State of Forward- 
neſs to enable me to tranſmit it Home, to receive His Majeſty's Ap- 


probation, or Diſallowance. 


(a. In Governor GR EEN's, 10th Auguſt 1797.) 


The GoveRNoR, to the Honourable the Preſident and Members of His 
Majeſty's Council. 


T HE Governor has received a Letter from his Grace the Duke of 
Portland, one of His Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of State, dated 
6th May laſt, tranſmitt.ng to him, by the King's Commands, a Reſolution 
of the Honourable Houſe of Commons reſpecting the Negroes on His 
Majeſty's Plantations in the Weſt Indies, which Reſolution the Governor, 
being directed to take the earlieſt Opportunity of communicating to the 
Council and Aſſembly of Grenada, he thinks he cannot do it more pro- 
perly, than by laying before them, together with the ſaid Reſolution, a 
Copy of the Secretary of State's Letter on that Subject. 

The near Intereſt which His Majeſty and the Houſe of Commons of 

Great Britain appear to have taken in the Welfare of the Colonies in the 
Welt Indies, is ſo clearly manifeſted by their Proceedings on this Oc- 


caſion, and the Importance of the Marters thereby recommended to the 
Conſideration 


* 
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Conſideration of the Legiſlature is at the ſame Time ſo evident, that it 
becomes entirely unneceſſary for the Governor to add any thing further 
from himſelf, other than to aſſure the Council, that his moſt hearty and 
zealous Concurrence and Co-operation ſhall not be wanting to any Mea- 
ſures the Legiſlature may think proper to adopt for the Attainment of the 
eſſential Objects now. ſubmitted to their Deliberations. 


(Signed) CHAS. GREEN. 
July 24th 1797. BS 
A true Copy, 


'FrRED* NREWCoux, 
Secretary. 


Similar Meſſage, Copy of the Secretary of State's Letter, and 
Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons, were ſent at the fame 
Time to the Aſſembly. | 


(b. In Governor Green's, roth Auguſt 1797-) 


The Speaker and Gentlemen of the Aſſembly, to his Excellency 
| the Governor, | 


THIS Houſe having taken into their Conſideration your Excel- 
lency's Meſſage of 24th Inſtant, communicating his Grace the Duke of 
Portland's Letter of 6th May laſt, incloſing the Reſolution of the Houſe 
of Commons reſpecting the Negroes on His Majeſty's Plantations in the 
Weſt Indies, have come to ſeveral Refolutions thereon, in which the 
Honourable Board of Council have concurred, and herewith tranſmit the 
{aid joint Reſolutions for the Information of your Excellency. 


(Signed) JAMES HAY, 
Houſe of Aſſembly, Speaker. 
26th June 1797. 7 : 


A true Copy, 


FREDL NewcoMs, 
Secretary. (c. In 
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(c. In Governor Green's, 10th April 1797.) 
EXTRACT from the Minutes of the Aſſembly, 25th July 1797. 
RESOLVED, That a Meſſage be ſent to His Excellency the 


Governor, thanking him for his Communication of his Grace the Duke 
of Portland's Letter of 6th May laſt, incloſing the Reſolution of the 
Houſe of Commons reſpecting the Negroes on His Majeſty's Plan- 
tations in the Weſt Indies, recommending the Adoption of fuch Meaſures 
as ſhall appear to the Legiſlature beſt calculated to obviate the Cauſes 
which have hitherto impeded the natural Increaſe of the Negroes 1n the 
Iſlands, and to employ ſuch Means as may conduce to the moral and 
religious Improvement of the Negroes, and ſecure to them, throughout 
all the Britiſh Weſt India Iſlands, the certain, immediate, and active 
Protection of the Law. 

Nrsol vfb, That the Legiſlature of theſe Iſlands have not hitherto 
been remiſs in their Endeavours to accompliſh the above deſirable 
Ends: In the Year 1788, an Act was paſſed © for the better Protection, 
and for promoting the Increaſe and Population of Slaves, and other 
Purpoſes,” commonly called the Guardian Act, in which the Corporal 
Puniſhment of Slaves by their Maſters was reſtricted, their Hour of 
Labour defined, a Sufficiency of Food and Cloathing provided, and the 
Clergymen of the different Pariſhes enjoined frequently to viſit the Plan- 
rations, and inſtru the Slaves in the Chriſtian Rehgion, to baptize and 
marry them without Fee or Reward, and to adminiſter the Sacrament to 
fuch as they might deem fit to receive it. The Perſon of the Slave was 
thoroughly protected from any wanton or undue exerciſe of Power, and 
ſecured in every Benefit of the Laws; that this, or ſimilar Acts, continued 
in Force till the Year 1793.— That previous to the breaking out of the 
Inſurrection, there was a Guardian Bill again before the Legiſlature, 
which that very diſaſtrous Event prevented being immediately paſted i into 
a Law. That after Order and Peace had again been eſtabliſhed in the 
Colony, a new Bill for the ſame Purpoſes was brought into the Houſe of 
Aſſembly, on the 24th November laſt, and is now before the Houſe, —- 
That his Excellency may be aſſured, this Houſe will, as ſpeedily as poſſible, 
adopt whatever Meaſures ſhall appear to them neceffary fer fi alfilling the 


Wiſhes of the Honourable the Houle. of Commons, as expreſſed in their 
Reſolution of 6th April laſt. 


A true Extract, 


A true Copy, Signed) THO. LYNCH, 
I'RED* NEWCOME, | Clerk ot the Aſſembly. 
Secretary. 


Extract of a LETTER from Mr. Preſident Trwomeson to 


his Grace the Duke of PoxTLanD ; dated St. Chriſtopher's, 
19th July 1797. | 


HE Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons of the 6th of April, in- 
cloſed in your Grace's Circular Letter, I have this Day laid before 


the Council and Aſſembly of this Iſland, and recommended the Objects 


contained in that Reſolution to their moſt ſerious Conſideration, and the 
Adoption of ſuch Meaſures as, from their local Knowledge, they may deem 
moſt conducive to promote the humane and benevolent Views of the Le- 
giſlature of our Parent State.— I ſhall alſo, without Delay, tranſmit Copies 
of the ſaid Reſolution, with the like Recommendation, to be ſubmitted 
to the Councils and Aſſemblies of the reſpective Iſlands within this Go- 
vernment, which I hope will not fail to have the deſired Effect. And I 
beg Leave to aſſure your Grace, that I ſhall not fail to avail myſelf of every 
favourable Inclination or Diſpoſition which I may perceive in the Planters 
and other Inhabitants of theſe Iſlands, to effectuate the Purpoſes of the 
Reſolution, and inform your Grace, from Time to Time, of all their Pro- 
ceedings relative thereto. 

I ſhall alſo, as ſoon as I can colle& the neceſſary Information from the 
different Iſlands, acquaint your Grace, whether any Meaſures have been 
already taken by their reſpective Legiſlatures, tending to promote the 
Purpoſes expreſſed by the Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons. 
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Extract of a LETTER from Mr. Preſident Tromeson 
to his Grace the Duke of L'ORTLAND 3 dated St, Chriſtopher's, 
14th October 1797. 


(Three Incloſures. ) 


BEG Leave to inform your Grace, that I have lately received ſome 
Reſolutions entered into by the Council and Aſſembly of the Iſland 
of Antigua, in conſequence of the Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons 
of the 6th of April laſt, and an Extract of your Grace's Letter of the 
6th of May, which I had laid before them, requeſting me to convene a 
General Council and Aſſembly of the Leeward Iſlands, to take into 
Conſideration the Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons; which Reſolu- 
tions they wiſh me to tranſmit to your Grace, and which you will be 


pleaſed to receive incloſed, Ne 1. 


The Council and Aſſembly of this Iſland were alſo proceeding on the 


ſame Buſineſs, and their Committee had entered into ſeveral Reſolutions, 


of which I ſend your Grace a Copy, Ne 2, which will ſhew the Progreſs 
they had made, when this Application from the Council and Aſſembly of 


Antigua arrived; in which they have concurred, as your Grace will be 
pleaſed to obſerve by their Reſolutions, which J alfo incloſe, Ne 3. 


Hitherto the utmoſt Readineſs has appeared in every Ifland of this 
Government, to ſet about the Adoption of ſuch Meaſures as ſeemed to 
them beſt calculated to carry into Effect the Reſolution of the Houſe of 
Commons; and they now readily unite in the Application made by the 
Council and Aſſembly of Antigua, of forming a General Council and 
Aſſembly, to take the collective Senſe of the whole Body on Matters fo 
highly important in their Nature. 

The calling together a General Council and Aſſembly for this Pur- 
poſe, will be the Means of rendering all their Meaſures uniform and con- 
ſiſtent, and will probably make them more wiſe and efficacious than if they 
had been ſeparately formed by the refpective Legiſlature of each Iſland. 

I ſhall therefore acquieſce in the general Wiſh, and convoke a Meeting 
of the General Council and Aſſembly, with all the Expedition which the 
Forms neceſſary to be gone through for that Purpoſe will admit of, 
which Meaſure I hope will meet with your Grace's Approbation. 


RESO- 


E 


RESOLUTIONS of. the Council and Aſſembly of the Iſland 
of Antigua. 


(Ne 1.—In Mr. Preſident THoupsox's, Ne. g ot the cath Ober 1797.) 


ANTIGUA. 


At a Meeting of his Honour the Preſident, and the following 
Members of the Council, by Adjournment, at the Court 
Houſe, in the Town of Saint John, on Thurſday the Third 
Day of Auguſt One thouſand Seven hundred and Ninety- 


ſeven. 


PRESENT, 


The Honourable EpwaRD Byam, Preſident. 
THOMAS Jarvis, 
THrnomas N. KERBV, 
Jamtes NiBss, 
SAMUEL ATHILL, 
ROwLAN D BuRToN, and 
SaMvEeL WaTkins, Eſq uires. 


HIS Honour the Preſident informed the Board that he had received 
a Letter from his Honour the Commander in Chief, accompanied by an 
Extract of a Letter from his Grace the Duke of Portland to his Honour, 
inclofing a Copy of a Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons on the 6th 
of April laſt, all of which he begged to communicate to the Two Houles, 
in purſuance of his Honour the Commander in Chiet's Directions, with 
a View of availing himſelf of their Aſſiſtance to give his Honour the In- 
formation he requeſted. And the ſame having been read at the Board, 
they were ſent down to the Gentlemen of the Aſſembly, with a Meſſage 
from his Honour the Preſident, | 


(Circular.) St. Chriſtopher's, July 20th 1797. 


SIR, 


I HAVE the Honour to incloſe you an Extract from his Grace the 
Duke of Portland's Circular Letter of the 6th of May laſt, and likewiſe 
Copy of a Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons entered into on the 
6th of laſt April, which you will pleaſe to lay before the Two Houſes of 
the Legiſlature of Antigua, and which I beg Leave to recommend to their 
moſt ſerious Conſideration, and the Adoption of ſuch Meaſures as, from 
their local - Knowledge and Experience, may be moſt conducive to the 
Intereſt and Welfare of that Colony, and carrying the Purpoſes of the 

ſaid 
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ſaid Reſolution into Effet, which are the great Objects His Majeſty's 
Miniſters have in Contemplation ; and I beg you will aſſure them, tha: 
in this ſalutary and beneficial Deſign they may rely on my ſteady and 


conſtant Co-operation. | 
You will pleaſe to inform me, whether any Meaſures have been already 


taken by the Legiſlature of Antigua, which may tend to promote the 
Purpoles expreſſed by the Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons, that 
I may tranſmit ſuch Information to his Grace, agreeable to his Deſire. 


I have the Honour to be, 
Sir, | 
Your moſt obedient, and 


Moſt humble Servant, 
(Signed) ROBT THOMPSON. 


The Hon. Edward Byam, Eſquire. 


Extract of a LET TER from his Grace the Duke of PoRr- 
LAND ; dated May 6th 1797. 


(Circular,) (Duplicate.) 
SIR, | 


I HAVE received His Majeſty's Commands to tranſmit to you 
the incloſed Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons of the 6th of April laſt, 
reſpecting the Negroes in His Majeſty's Plantations in the Weſt Indies; 
and to ſignify to you His Royal Pleaſure, that you ſhould take the ear- 
lieſt Opportunity of communicating it to the Councils and Aﬀemblies of 
the Leeward Iſlands, to whoſe particular Attention and Conſideration you 
will recommend the Formation of ſuch a Syſtem of Meaſures, as may 
appear to them beſt ſuited to the Attainment of the ſeveral important 
Objects which are ſpecified in the Reſolution. You will not fail to 
tranſmit to me, from Time to Time, Accounts of the Proceedings of the 
Legiſlatures of your Iſlands, in conſequence of this Communication ; 
and I deſire you will take Care, in your firſt Diſpatches, to inform me, 
whether any Meaſures have been already taken by the Legiſlatures of the 
Hands, which may tend to promote the Purpoſes expreſſed by the 


Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons. 
Jovis, G' die Aprilis 1797. 
Reſolved, That an humble Addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, 


requeſting that His Majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed to give Directions 
to 
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to the Governors of His Majeſty's Plantations in the Weſt Indies, to 
recommend to the reſpective Councils and Aſſemblies of the ſaid Plan- 
tations, to adopt ſuch Meaſures as ſhall appear to them. beſt calculated 
to obviate the Cauſes which have hitherto impeded the natural Increaſe 
of the Negroes already in the Iſlands, gradually to diminiſh the Neceſ- 


ſity of the Slave Trade, and ultimately to lead to its complete Termi- 


nation; and particularly, with a View to the ſame Effect, to employ 
ſuch Means as may conduce to the moral and religious Improvement of 
the Negroes, and ſecure to them throughout all the Britiſh Weſt India 
Iſlands, the certain, immediate, and active Protection of the Law; and 
at the ſame Time aſſuring His Majeſty, that this Houſe will concur in 
ſuch Meaſures, as ſhall appear requiſite to be taken by this Houſe for 
the Attainment of the ſame Object. 


His Honour the Preſident in Council to the Gentlemen of 
the Aſſembly. 


GENTLEMEN, 


IN purſuance of the Directions of his Honour the Commander in 
Chief, I now ſend, for the Information of your Houſe, a Letter received 
from him by me, accompanied by an Extract of a Letter from his Grace 
the Duke of Portland to his Honour, incloſing a Copy of a Reſolution of 
the Houſe of Commons on the 6th of April laſt, all which have been com- 
municated to His Majeſty's Council, with the View of availing myſelf of 
the Aſſiſtance of the Two Houſes, to give his Honour the Information he 


requeſts. 
By Command, 


(Signed) Wy. MATHEWS. 
Dep? Sec”. 


Council Chamber, 
Auguſt 3d 1797. 
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ANTIGUA. 


At a Meeting of his Honour the Preſident, and the following 
Members of the Council, by Adjournment, at the Court 
Houſe, in the Town of St. John, on Thurſday the Twenty- 
fourth Day of Auguſt One thouſand Seven hundred and 


Ninety-ſeven. 


PRESENT, 


The Honourable Eowaro Bran, Preſident. 
Thomas ARIS, 
Tromas N. KERBV, 
JAuzs N1BBs, 
SAMUEL ATHILL, 
RowLanD BREETON, and 
SamvtL WaTKins, Eſquires. 


The Gentlemen of the Aſſembly to his Honour the Preſident 
and Council. 


THIS Houſe, having taken into Conſideration the Circular Letter of 
the Sixth of April laſt, from his Grace the Duke of Portland, thinks, that 
the Matters contained in that Letter, are of ſuch great Importance to the 
Welfare, if not the Exiſtence, of the Weſt India Sugar Colonies, that it 
will be proper to take, as far as may be poſſible, the Senſe of the differ- 
ent Iſlands within this Government, upon the Subject, by a General Aſ- 
ſembly of the Leeward Charibbee Iſlands; and if your Board agrees with 
us in Opinion, we deſire your Concurrence, that his Honour the Preſident 
ſhould be requeſted to apply to his Honour the Commander in Chief, to 
convene a General Council and Aſſembly of the Leeward Charibbee 
Iſlands, according to the Laws already made for that Purpoſe. 


(Signed) JOHN BURKE, 
Speaker pro Tempore. 


His Honour the Preſident and Council, to the Gentlemen of 
the Aſſembly. 


GENTLEMEN, 


THIS Board concurs in Opinion with your Houle, that the Circular. 
Letter of the 6th of April laſt, from his Grace the Duke of Portland, is 
upon a Subject of ſuch great Importance to the Welfare, if not the Ex- 
iſtence, of the Weſt India Sugar Colonies, that it will be proper to take, 


48 far as may be poſſible, the Senſe of the different Iſlands within this 
Government 


t 


Government upon it, by a General Council and Aſſembly of the Lee- 
ward Charibbee Iſlands; and his Honour the Preſident will take the ear- 
lieſt Opportunity to requeſt his Honour the Commander in Chief, to 
convene a General Council and Aſſembly of the Leeward Charibbee 
Iſlands, according to the Laws of the Leeward Iſlands made for that 
Purpoſe, and now 1n Force. 


And this Board is alſo of Opinion, if vour Houſe concurs therein, that 


a Copy of our joint Reſolutions, as contained in the Meſſages which 
have paſſed this Day, ſhould be tranſmitced by the Preſident to his Honour 
the Commander in Chief, ſignifying at the ſame Time the Wiſhes of the 
Two Houſes, that his Honour would be pleaſed to forward the ſame to his 
Grace the Duke of Portland, in order to manifeſt the Intentions of this 
Iſland to give the Subject of his Letter the fulleſt Conſideration as ſoon 
as poſſible, 


By Command, 


(Signed) We MATTHEW'S, 
Council Chamber, Dep! Sec”. 
Auguſt 24th 1797. 


The Gentlemen of the Aſſembly to his Honour the Preſident 
and Council. 


THIS Houle readily concurs in Opinion with your Board, that a 
Copy of our joint Reſolutions upon the Subject of his Grace the Duke 
of Portland's Letter, ſhould be tranſmitted by the Preſident to his Honour 
the Commander in Chief, ſignifying at the ſame Time the Wiſhes of 
the Two Houſes, that his Honour would be pleaſed to forward the ſame 
to his Grace the Duke of Portland, in order to manifeſt the Intentions of 
this Iſland to give the Subject the fulleſt Conſideration as ſoon as 
poſſible. 
(Signed) JOHN BURKE, 
; Speaker pro Tempore. 

Antigua, Auguſt 25th 1797. 


True Copies from the Council Minutes, 


Wu. Mathews, 
Dep! Sec”. 
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Ne 2 —-RESOLUTIONS of the Committee of the Council 
and Aſſembly of St. Chriſtopher's, appointed in conſequence 
of the Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons of the 6th of 
April being laid before them, 


REPORT of the Committee appointed to examine all 
the Laws reſpecting the Government of Slaves by their 
Owners, and to examine into the Proceedings of the 
Courts of Juſtice, where Perſons have been tried and 
puniſhed for Offences committed againſt Slaves. 


THE Committee, in examining the Acts of the Iſland relating to 
the better Government of Slaves, find, that though the Neceſſity of the 
Caſe made it eſſential, at the firſt Settlement of the Colony, to paſs ſeveral 
ſevere Laws in order to preſerve Subordination and good Order, yet 
few, if any, Inſtances have happened where the Rigour of thoſe Acts 
have been enforced. On this Subject your Committee are of Opinion, 
that ſuch Acts ſhould be as ſoon as poſſible revited, corrected, and con- 
ſolidated, as may appear expedient. 

Your Committee have obſerved, that wherever the Legiſlature found 
any Grievances exiſting contrary to the Rights of Humanity, they have 
always adopted Remedies againft their Continuance. 

In the former Exerciſe of the Rights of Ownerſhip, Three or Four 
Inſtances only having occurred of Maſters having maimed or mutilated 
their Slaves; the Legiſlature paſſed an Act (A) inflicting the heavieſt 
Penalties on Perſons guilty of ſuch Offences, which has been found 
effectually to have remedied the Evil. 

The Legiſlature have likewiſe ſhewn a marked Attention to the Rights 
of the Negroes, by paſſing an Act for preventing White or Free Perſons 
from beating or ill- treating them, or taking away from them any of their 
Property. It was the Practice of ſome of the lower Claſs of White Per- 
ſons to beat and ill-treat the Negroes, and frequently to take from them 
any Articles which they carried to Town for Sale, upon the Preſumption 
that as the Slave could not produce ſufficient Teſtimony, it was impoſ- 
ſible that he could obtain any Remedy. The Legiſlature, therefore, have 
authorized the Owner of the Slave, who has received any Injury from 
any Perſon whatſoever, to apply to a Magiſtrate, who 1s authorized fully 
to examine the Perſon accuſed on Oath, and to give ample Remedy to 
the Party injured in caſe of Conviction. (B) 

It does not appear to your Committee, that any other Laws are neceſ- 
ſary for the Purpoſe of giving Protection to Slaves againſt any Perſons 
who ſhall commit Acts of Violence or Injuſtice towards them, as they 
find, on Examination of the Court Records, that the Criminal Courts of 
Juſtice have always taken Cognizance of barbarous Treatment of Slaves 
in the ſame Manner as Crimes of a ſimilar Nature committed againſt 


White and Free People. 
Your 
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Your Committee, therefore, obſerve with great Satisfaction, that the 
Laws of the Iſland have afforded ample Protection to Slaves, and after a 
thorough Inveſtigation of the general Treatment of Slaves in this Ifland, 
we are of Opinion that it is humane. 

Your Committee, in the Courſe of their Enquiries, found it neceſſary, 


for the complete Purpoſe of giving Comfort to the Slaves (without en- 


croaching at the ſame Time on the Rights and Power of their Maſters) 
to examine into their preſent Situation, in order to diſcover if any Mea- 
ſures were proper to be adopted for their Amelioration. From this Ex- 
amination they are clearly of Opinion, that ſome Conſiderations, which 
call very much for the Interpoſition of the Legiſlature, ought particularly 
to engage their Attention, | 

. Obſerving with Regret that the Severity of our Laws, which make a 
Slave not only liable for his Maſter's Debt, and immediately ſubject to 
a cruel Impriſonment, but which drags him from his little Settlement, 
his Houſe, his Land, his Family, and Relations, convicted of no Crime 
whatever, but liable to ſuffer all theſe Misfortunes becauſe his Maſter 
happens to be indebted, your Committee think ſome Proviſion ſhould 
be made againſt Negroes being liable ro be ſold for their Maſter's Debt; 


and that they ſhould become attached to the Soil, and conſider themſelves 


as enjoying a Sort of Fee-ſimple Right therein. 

Your Committee is further of Opinion, that it would tend very much 
to the Intereſts of their Maſters, if the Legiſlature would aſcertain the 
Quantity of Food and Raiment that the Maſters ſhould be compelled to 
give their Slaves; as there are Reaſons to believe, that ſome Maſters do 
not afford them a proportionate Quantity of either for their neceſſary 
Subſiſtence. | 

Your Committee cannot help obſerving on the Impolicy of the Mea- 
ſure uſually adopted by Maſters of Slaves, who generally calculate only 
on the Expences they incur by feeding and clothing them, without 
adverting to the additional Advantages that muſt accrue by adding as 
much as poſſible to their Comfort, and rendering their Minds eafy, happy, 
and contented. A Slave, well fed and well clothed, will be able to per- 
form double the Service of one indifferently fed or clothed ; added to 
this, that when a Negro feels ſatisfied and contented, it is reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe, that, by working more cheerfully, he will perform a greater 
Taſk than a Slave who goes repiningly and diſcontentedly to his Work, 
hungry and naked, and who, while performing his Taſk, has his Mind 
conſtantly engaged on the Means of providing Food as ſoon as his 
Labour 1s finiſhed. 

Your Committee think, therefore, that if a ſmall Portion of Land was 
Yearly given to the Slaves to plant Fruit and Vegetables, that it would 
add very much to their Comiort, beſides the Advantage that would be 
derived by the Inhabitants in having a plentiful Supply of Articles which. 
are now found fo ſcarce or dear. | 

Your Committee are of Opinion, that it would be adviſable for the 

F Legillature 
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Legiſlature to adopt proper Means for ſecuring to any Perſons who ſhall 
ſell any Quantity of Food and Raiment, as limited, for the Suſtenance of 
any Slaves in this Iſland, a prior Lien on any Plantation or Freehold to 
the Amount of their Demands, as the Apprehenſion of loſing their Debts 
by a Preference of former Liens, may prevent Merchants from affording 
Supplies eſſentially neceſſary to the Maintenance and Comfort of the Ne- 
groes, and conſequently may alſo diminiſh the Value of that very Pro- 
perty, which would be rendered more competent to the Diſcharge of all 
Incumbrances by thoſe Supplies. 

Your Committee (while the Iſlands are charged with improper Con- 
duct to their Slaves) cannot avoid repreſenting to the Houſe, that, con- 
ſidering the great Calamities they now labour under, thoſe Perſons are 
ungenerous and illiberal, who conſtantly accuſe us of Inhumanity, while 
at the ſame Time they deprive us of the Means of affording greater Com- 
fort to our Negroes, by continuing to burthen us with additional Taxes, 
to increaſe thoſe already impoſed, and to involve us in thoſe Difficulties 
which ought not to be ſo ſeverely felt even in better Times. 


A. Act, Ne 261, page 162. new ag 


WILL. WOODLEY, 
B. AR, Ne 287, f. 6, page 199, D? 


Chairman of Com. of Council, 


JOHN TIJSON, 
Chairman of Com. of the Aſſembly. 


Truly extracted from Council Minutes of 
St. Chriſtopher's, gth October 1797. 


E. Moors, 
Clerk of Council. 


RE SOLUTION of the Council and Aſſembly of St. Chrif- 
topher's, in conſequence of an Application from the Council 


and Aſſembly of Antigua to convene a General Council and 
Aſſembly of the Leeward Iſlands. 


(Ne 3.— In Mr. Preſident Thompſon's, N* q, of 14th October 1797.) 
St. CHRISTOP OHER'S. 


At a Meeting of the Council and Aſſembly, at the Court Houſe, 
in the Town of Baſſeterre, on Thurſday the 5th Day of Oc- 
tober 17973 


IT was by both Houſes reſolved, That they concur in the Reſolu- 
tions entered into by the Council and Aſſembly of the Iſland of Antigua, 
as mentioned in Mr. Preſident Byam's Letter, dated the 12th of Sep- 
tember laſt, to the Commander in Chief. And therefore further reſolved, 
That his Honour be requeſted to convene a General Council and As- 
ſembly of the Leeward Iſlands, agreeably to the general Laws of the ſaid 
Iſlands made ior that Purpoſe. 


A true Extract from Council Minutes. 
E. MOORE, 
Clerk of Council. 


Extract from the MINUTES of Aſſembly of Tobago, 
dated 29th Auguſt 1797. 


The Preſident and Members of Council to the Speaker and Members 
of the Aſſembly. 


HIS Board herewith ſends, for the Conſideration of your Houſe, 
Copy of a Letter addreſſed to the Preſident of this Board, from Sir 
William Young, Baronet, Chairman of the Committee of Weſt India 
Planters in Londen, being Members of the Britiſh Houſe of Commons : 
And this Beard is of Opinion, that a joint Committee of both Branches 
of the Legiſlature ſhould be appointed to take into Conſideration the 
Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons of Great Britain, dated the 6th 
of April laſt, and recommended by His Majeſty in a Letter from his 
Grace the Duke of Portland, one of His Majeſty's Principal Secretaries 
of State, of Date the 6th of May laſt, to reviſe the Laws now in Force 
in this Colony, reſpecting the Government of Slaves; and to frame ſuch 
other Laws as may conduce to their moral and religious Improvement, 
and to ſecure to them the certain, immediate, and active Protection of 
the Law in this Colony. 

Should your Houle be of the ſame Opinion, you will be pleaſed to 
name Three Members of your Houſe, to join the Honourable John 
Balfour and Thomas Currie, Eſquires, Members appointed by this Board, 
to form a joint Committee for the above Purpoſe. 


By Command, 


(Signed) PF 
Council Chamber, Clerk of Council. 
29 Auguſt 1797. | 


Upon Motion made and ſeconded ; 


Reſolved, Thar the Houſe do concur with the Council in the latter 
Meſſage, and that Three Members be appointed to join the Two Mem- 


bers nominated by the Council, in forming a joint Committee for carry- 
ing the ſame into Effect. 


The following Meſſage was then ſent tö the Preſident and Council by 
Mr. Campbell and Mr. Allen : 


The Speaker and Members of the Aſſembly to the Honourable the 
Preſident and Members of Council. 


This Houfe concurs with your Honourable Board in the Expediency 
of appointing a joint Committee of the Two Branches of the Legiſla- 
ture, 
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ture, to take into Conſideration the Letter of Sir William Young, dated 
the 7th of June laſt, and addreſſed to the Honourable the Preſident of 
the Council, together with the ſeveral Papers therein referred to, and 
for that Purpoſe have appointed Mr. Glanville, Mr. Paterſon, and Mr. 
Ruddack, to join the Two Members nominated” by your Board in form- 
ing a joint Committee. 
(Signed) GILBERT PETRIE, Speaker: 
Houſe of Aſſembly, 
29th Auguſt 1797. 


And the ſaid Members being returned, reported the Delivery 
thereof, 


